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poor without hope of gain or even return of the principal, and
must always be so arranged as merely to allow the borrower
'such a proportion of the gain as his labour, hazard, or poverty
doth require'. As the descendant of a family of yeomen, Baxter
naturally held strong views on the proper conduct of land-
owning, which he treats under the general heading of 'Gases of
oppression, especially of tenants'. Hard landlords, he says, 'are
the common and sore oppressors of the countrymen. If a few
men can but get money enough to purchase all the land in a
county, they think that they may do with their own as they
list, and set such hard bargains of it to their tenants, that they
are all but as their servants. ... An oppressor is an Anti-Christ
and an Anti-God . . . not only the agent of the Devil, but his
image.' Here was plain speaking for the landed gentry whose
divine right to rule England was now well on the way to being
established. If Baxter's views had prevailed, the enclosures
which they were to carry out in the next century amid the
plaudits of all respectable opinion would have been seriously
hampered. For, according to Baxter, no man should enclose his
land without a serious consideration of the effect on his tenants,
and no tenant should be turned out of his holding without
adequate compensation.1

But Baxter, with his elaborate and thoughtful code of Chris-
tian morals and his attempt to apply them practically in
instructions to his congregation, was fighting a losing battle.
He says himself that he met with extreme difficulty in using
excommunication from the Sacrament as a means of discipline.
Out of Very fear of discipline all the parish kept off except
about 600, when there were in all above 1,600 at age to be
communicants'. The truth was that that part of Baxter's
teaching which was directed towards stringent control in social
matters made no impression on a mould which, composed of
more easily assimilated elements of Puritan faith, was by this
time rapidly hardening. By 1660 the struggle between the
divergent elements in Puritanism was really decided, though

1 Most of the quotations contained in the above paragraphs will be found in
Chapters from Richard Baxter's Christian Directory, ed. J. Tawney, 1925.